
 

Information Station 

 MAY  /JUNE  2019 

AUSTIN AREA CAR CLUB’S  Visit our website: 
www.AustinAreaCC.com  

AACC’s next meeting is Sunday, June 2nd at:  
 

Margarita’s on Hwy 29 in Liberty Hill, 1:00 PM 

RSVP to Jodie.Heimbigner@gmail.com 

or call 361-993-8964 by May 31st. 

           President’s Message:  

 

I try to write articles that are interesting and promote some thoughts that we 
maybe had never before considered. Memorial Day is this month so most of us think 
about veterans who are no longer with us. This month’s article is about vehicles with 
wheels, many wheels. I just finished reading the book “Spearhead” by Adam Makos. It is 
about a tank crew from the 3rd Armor Division and their life in Germany during WWII.   

Before we get to the men and living conditions, here is a description of a WWII 
M4 tank. Crew was made up of 5 men, the Commander, driver, gunner, loader, and bow 
gunner. The Sherman tank weighed 33 tons and was powered by a radial engine. The  
hull was 3.5’’ thick. There were two doors in on top, and an escape door in the bottom 
of the hull. The gun barrel was 75mm (roughly 3” ) in diameter and about 17 feet long. 
The shell was nearly 3 feet long and weighed 13.5 to 24.4 pounds. The Pershing tank 
made its debut mid WWII. Better guns and engine and somewhat bigger but still no 
modern comforts. The Pershing weighed 46 tons. It carried 600 rounds of machine gun 
shells, and 46-51 75MM rounds, and 176 gallons of fuel. 

The crew quarters were very confined and basic. There were 5 seats, no beds, 
the crew often slept in their seat or took turns laying down on the hull floor. No kitchen 
or food prep areas, no heat and last but not least no restroom or shower. Tank crews 
often went days to weeks and longer without showers. Warm meals were extremely rare 
and only when the supply truck came to refuel or restock ammo would they get a hot 
meal. When I think of no heat, in the winters of Germany, 30 degrees and colder, the 
crews would often report of frostbite and would only get a warm up of the hands and 
feet from a medic and a blanket and be sent back to their tank. Temperatures some 
times would be so cold that ice would form on the inside of the crew area. Restrooms??? 
At certain times the crews would camouflage their tanks to hide from the enemy.  During  
those times, the crews did not leave their tanks, so a spent shell casing, shared by the 
crew of 5, was their only “restroom” resource. 
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PATE 2019 by Steve Koehn 

 
Pat and I drove up Wednesday.  We had plans of getting up early and leaving at dark-thirty with a 
goal of arriving at the Texas Motor Speedway by noon or there abouts.  It did not quite happen that 
way.  This was our maiden voyage in our new camper and there were a lot of last minute tasks that 
needed to be done before we felt comfortable hitting the road.  The morning started out unevent-
ful. There was a light drizzle but none of the heavy rain that was forecast for Wednesday.  
 
We left about noon, me leading the way with the camper and Pat following in GMC 2500 Duramax  
pick-up pulling our 24 foot enclosed car hauler “loaded to the gills” with things to sell.  Everything 
went well and when we arrived in Lampasas about 1 PM, we decide to stop at the County Kitchen 
Café and Bakery for lunch.  Great food and fantastic homemade apple turnovers in the bakery case.  
Just as we parked, it started to sprinkle.  A few minutes after we were seated, the sky opened up 
and it poured. We ate our food, hoping that the rain would let up by the time we finished.  Outfit-
ted with a sack of apple turnovers, to have with breakfast the next day, and some other goodies we 
were back on the road by about 2 PM. It slowed to a steady light rain and continued that way until 
just south of the Texas Motor Speedway.  It was slow driving with all of the spray kicked up by the 
trucks and cars in front of us as well as those coming the opposite direction on the mostly 2 lane US 
281. 
 
We arrived shortly before dark and got our camper parked and the trailer situated in our spots. We 
took the pick up and headed out to get some supplies from the orange big box home improvement 
center and a bite to eat. Google maps showed there was a Buc-ee’s nearby so we headed there to 
get fuel and one of their Smoked Turkey Sandwiches. This particular Buc-ees in Denton is by far the 

The quarters were very compact, so most crew members were small in stature. Crews varied 
in age from 19 to 29. Most crewmen had been recruited at young ages but others had been attend-
ing college and some  were married with young families. Most had no idea they would end up in 
tank crews. Crews became quick friends but were also aware they could be killed at any point. Tank 
crews rarely survived large enemy fire (other tanks or land mines). With all the ammo and gasoline 
onboard, one hit from another tank usually turned the hit tank into an instant inferno. 

For me, when I thought about all this, it made me realize what sacrifice they those soldiers 
endured. How tough did you have to be to survive the bitter cold. Clothing was just cotton or wool 
pants, a shirt and jacket. The clothing we wear today was non-existent then. Boots we have today 
to keep our feet warm would have been in huge demand.  

I hope I haven’t offended anyone or brought back some memories you may have not want-
ed, but these were “real men”. No time for complaining. Just getting the job done they signed up 
for. I was amazed at the life they lived during such extreme circumstances. We salute you, Veter-
ans!!!!  By the way, the book has a happy ending.     

     Glenn   



largest one that I have every been to.  If I correctly understood the Manager, that I talked with, 
this location has 96 gas / diesel pumps that are capable of servicing vehicles on both sides.  That 
means they could serve up to 192 cars at one time.  Wow!  Someone is feeling very confident 
that EV, electric cars and trucks, are a long way in the future to make that type of investment in a 
“brick and mortar” gas station. 
 
Thursday we woke up to clearing skies and the next three days were picture perfect, chamber of 
commerce days.  Dry, not extremely windy and warm, but not too hot. As usual, our celebrity 
chefs did a bang up job on providing lunches to the club members in attendance.  Steve Springer, 
I think with Carol’s assistance, provided Sloppy Joe’s for the lunch on Thursday. Pat Koehn and 
Jodie Hembigner made excellent Taco Salads with all of the fixing's for lunch on Friday.  Saturday,  
Mark Honey served his famous smoked pork tenderloin and Jack Daniels baked beans.  Pat and 
Jodie made a large tossed salad to go with it.  No one should have gone away hungry.  I heard 
several reports on food served by the Track approved vendors and it was a dismal experience for 
most.  Way to go and kudo’s to those who prepared our meals.  Thanks……  In order to keep our 
energy levels high, about 16 club members made the journey to BABE’s in Roanoke for their fami-
ly style chicken dinner.  The Club has been making this outing on Thursdays for a number of 
years and the meal lived up to expectations. Good food and great company are always a good 
thing.  
 
Alan Hejl did a great job for his first year as PATE Director for the AACC.  The next time you see 
him, tell him THANKS.  Alan will give a full report about Pate at our next meeting.  
  
Also say thanks to Glenn and Jodie for all of their assistance in organizing drivers and the club 
spaces.  We had 6 new members join the Austin Area Car Club while at PATE. There was another 
one who wanted to join but we were out of club applications until Ruth Fredericksen arrived 
Thursday afternoon.  The new members pitched in and helped with driving, disassembling the 
tent, and stowing all of the items in the Club Trailer at the end of the swap meet. Saturday after-
noon, AACC president, Glen Heimbigner and Alan Hejl attended the board of directors meeting. It 
lasted a record 2 1/2 hours. It was reported at the directors meeting and it was also noticed by 
our Club members that the lock down of the entrance gates at 10 AM is making a big difference in 
vehicle traffic inside the swap meet.  It was also reported that the Car Show held on Saturday 
was a success. The Car Show was sponsored by a Prostate Cancer Awareness group that offered 
free prostate screening tests between 10 AM and 2 PM.  It was reported that 129 men had the 
tests done.  That is a good thing.   
 
It did not seem like there were over whelming crowds of shoppers this year like in some past 
years, but the traffic was constant with just a slow periods.  This is the first year in a long time 
that I had the opportunity to sell some of my accumulated parts and other things that tend to 
clutter a shop.  I was pleasantly surprised at the end of the swap meet that the trailer was a lot 
less full on the way home. 
 
By the time we got packed up, stopped for fuel and something to eat on the way home, it was 
just getting dark.  Our goal was to make it home by midnight. That proved to be ambitious think-
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ing on our part. We made it as far as where IH 30 merges with IH 20 West when the left rear tire 
on the truck blew out. I had been keeping track of how far Pat was behind me and all of a sudden I 
could not see the lights on the trailer anymore.  By the time I was able to call her and check on her 
location I was already about 20 miles ahead of her.  I took the next exit, turned around and headed 
back to assess the situation.   Luckily the flat tire happened where there was a really wide shoulder 
and Pat was able to pull over safely.  We have owned this truck for 18 years and this is the first 
time I have had to change a flat tire on it.  It took awhile to locate all of the tools and read the in-
structions on what had to be done.  Luckily I had a 3 ton hydraulic floor jack and battery operated 
impact wrench in the car hauling trailer which was a tremendous help.  By the time everything was 
put together and we were ready to get back on the road it was about 11:15 PM.  It is truly amazing 
how much traffic travels that stretch of IH 30 at the time of the night and how fast they drive. Eve-
ry time someone passed us I could fee the truck rock from their draft as they went by.  Not one car 
slowed down to see if assistance was need. 
 
We were about 4 miles from the intersection of IH 30 with IH 20 West.  When we turned the corner 
on to IH 20 heading west I notice real dark clouds and a lot of lightning.   When we reached our 
turn to US 281 South it had started to rain relatively heavy so we pulled into the first truck stop on 
the SW corner of the intersection, parked along with the truckers and spent the night.  We woke up 
the next morning, had a cup of reasonably good coffee and a mediocre truck stop taco for break-
fast, then drove home without incident. 
 
Monday,  I took the pick-up to Discount Tire for a replacement tire. Their road hazard policy is 

great, they replaced the tire, no questions asked.  The next 
stop was a local body shop to have them assess the damage caused 
when the tire blew apart.  It bent the skirt and bent one of of the fend-
er support braces and completely tore off the other fender brace.   I 
will have a surprise gift at the next meeting for the person who comes 
closest to guessing what the estimated cost was to fix the damage. 
 
It is amazing how much force a two foot long strip of tire tread can ex-
ert and the damage it can cause.  It is also easier to understand why the tire companies that dy-
namically balance tires have shields that they put over the tire when they spin the tire and wheel at 
high speed to determine balance. This is the second year in a row that we have tire problems dur-
ing our drive to and from PATE.  Maybe next year will the 3rd and lucky charm year with no tire 
problems.  Looking forward to next year…….  

Damage to the 
fender is shown left 
and right. Lower 
picture of right side 
fender shows what 
the fender skirt 
should look like.   
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May 25—AACC / VFW Car Show, 8760 RR 2243,  

Leander, Noon to 5PM 
May 24-26—Costal A’s & Rods 27 Annual Fun Run, Corpus Christi 

May 26—Trucks and Taco’s, MasFajitas Parking lot, Williams Dr, Georgetown 8AM-11 AM 

May 31-June 1— Heartland Rod Run, Riverside Park, Brownwood 

June 1— Masonic Car Show, 100 block West of Main, Fredericksburg 8AM-4PM 

June 1— Lake Area Rods and Classics Swap Meet, Caliber Collison Parking Lot, US 281 N in Marble 

Falls, 8AM-Noon  

June 1—  Lake Area Rods and Classics Show and Shine at the Security State Bank Parking lot on US 

281 N in Marble Falls. 5PM till? 

June 2— AACC Monthly meeting, Margarita's Restaurant, Liberty Hill 1PM 

June 5-8—  Antique Oldsmobile Club National Meet at the Crowne Plaza, Addison  

June 5—Air Cooled VW’s, In N Out Burgers Cedar Park, 7PM til? 

June 7-9— Lone Star Street Rod Association State Run, Granbury  

June 12-16— Model A Texas Tour, YO Ranch, Kerrville 

June 14 — Canyon Lake Hot Rod and Classic Car Cruise-in & Steak night, Brookshire Bros on  

 FM 306, 5PM-8PM 

June 15—Pistons on the Square, Georgetown 8AM-11AM 

June 21— Rod Chopperz Cruise Nite, On the square, Belton 6PM-midnight 

July 13— McDade Watermelon Festival Free Car Show, McDade 8AM-Noon 

September 27-29—Texas All British Car Days, Round Rock 

BTW, just in case you missed it elsewhere in this newsletter the AACC / 

VFW Car Show is Noon to 5PM at VFW Post 10427,  8760 RR 2243, Lean-

der, Members show up at 11AM for set up. 
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Bill Murray   06-11 

Cindi Kruger   06-14 

Bill Tennyson   06-15 

Kevin Buchman   06-16 

Sharon Wenz   06-18 

Vic Smith   06-21 

Pat Hendricks   06-24 

Paul Dean                                 06-29 

Jack Aaron                                06-27

  

June Anniversaries: 

Burton & Camilla Eubanks 06-01 

Kevin & Yolanda Buchman 06-02 

Odis & Mary Pippins 06-03 

Jerry & Patricia Hendricks     06-04 

Richard & Donna Pfromm 06-04 

Don Kim Metz 06-05 

Denis & Margo Springer 06-09 

Don & Pam Gilde 06-10 

Jack & Carol Gilchrist 06-13 

Vic & Ginger Smith 06/21 

Bill & Judy Tennyson 06-29 

Jon & Suzan Aronson 06-29 

 

May Birthdays: 

Doug Browning 05-01 

Debbie Murray 05-11 

Brenda  05-11 

Fran Gutierrez 05-18 

Victor Koncaba 05-21 

Brandon Burditt 05-23 

Phillip Valverde 05-26 

Shelley Heimbigner  05-29 

Chris Lambert 05-30 

Linda Walls 05/30 

Bryan Craven 05-31 

 

May  Anniversaries: 

Johnnie & Alison Martone 05-22 

Russ & Kim Robertson 05-25 

Larry & Cyndi Alexander 05-27 

 

June Birthdays: 

Camilla Eubanks                       06-01 

Laura Herrin                              06-01 

Donna Pfromm   06-04 

Don Tomastik                            06-05 

Steve Springer   06-10 
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Help Wanted:  Assistance is needed on Saturday May 25th to help 
set up for our AACC Car Show at the Leander VFW Post.  Help will 
be needed with registration, parking cars, cooking and serving 
Hot dogs, and general set up.  Call or text Glenn at 361-993-2539 
or Jodie at 361-993-8964 to let then know you can help. 

Show up time is  11 AM. 



 

The general purpose of the Austin   Area Car Club, incorporated as a non-profit  corporation, shall be 
to preserve,  maintain, and enjoy antique, classic, and special interest vehicles 25 years of age and 
older for the benefit of its members as well as the  general public. 

Dated Material Please deliver promptly 

Visit our website: 

www.AustinAreaCC.com 

 Austin Area Car Club 

Information Station Newsletter 

 

Editor: 

Steve Koehn 

207 Chaparral Dr 

Highland Haven, TX 78654 

 

512-244-7874 

koehntx@gmail.com 

2019 Club Officers 

 

President 

Glenn Heimbigner 

361-993-2539 

chryslerking@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President 

James Deets 

512-733-6947 

 

Treasurer 

Ruth Fredericksen 

512-931-0039 

 

Secretary 

Patsy Craven 

830-385-4866 

 

Pate Director 

Allen Hejl 

512-905-3038 

 

Pate Alternate Director 

Bob Ross 

512-619-9136 

 

Club Directors: 

Pat Koehn 

512-217-6943 

 

Steve Springer 

521-633-5125 

 

Sunshine 

Brenda Lambert 

512-630-6228 

Summer is here and that means there will be lots of family reun-
ions and picnics to attend.  Unless you live close by, it is difficult to 
make something that will transport easily and be fresh when it is 
time to eat.  The recipe below is a favorite of ours and is a snap to 
make. It has only three ingredients 

Steve and Pat 

 

Easy Jell Salad to Go! 

 

1—21 ounce can of Cherry Pie filling—Lite is ok if you want less 
sugar 

1—29 ounce can of Crushed Pineapple, DRAINED 

1—single package of Cherry Jell-O— we use the sugar free variety 

 

In a large sauce pan, heat pineapple and cherry pie filling till bub-
bly. Stir in the dry Jell-O until well mixed.  Turn into your desired 
serving bowl and chill in the refrigerator for several hours. We 
have a Pyrex insulated carrier that we slip our serving bowl into 
for transport.  It will stay firm and not melt for several hours. If 
you need a really big batch, it is easy to double or triple the reci-
pe.  Enjoy! 


