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AUSTIN AREA CAR CLUB’S  Visit our website: 
www.AustinAreaCC.com  

AACC’s next meeting is Sunday, October 6th at:  
 

Margarita’s on Hwy 29 in Liberty Hill, at 1:00 PM. 

RSVP to Jodie.Heimbigner@gmail.com 

or call 361-993-8964 by 10AM, October 5th. 

President’s Message 

How many of you have considered how long the car hobby has been in existence?  Modi-
fying cars and racing them has been going on since before the 1900s.  The first automo-
bile race was in France in 1895.  It went from Paris to Bordeaux and back.  The distance 
was 1,178 km.  The average speed was 24.15 mph.  Organized racing in the U.S. also 
began in 1895 and the first race was the Chicago Times Herald.  It went from Chicago to 
Evanston Illinois and back (87 km), on Thanksgiving Day 1895. 

 

Who invented the first race car?  Shortly after gas-powered cars were invented, Gottlieb 
Daimler invented what would be considered the modern car engine in 1885.  In 1886 the 
first patent for a fueled car was to none other than Karl Benz.  (Anyone recognize this 
pair?) In 1887 a race was also held in France referred to as the Paris-Versailles race.  A 
car built by Georges Bouton and Count Jules Albert de Dion crossed the finish line at a 
whopping 37 mph.  See more on this subject at automostory.com. 

 

For the women readers, the first recorded woman driver in the U.S. to compete in a mo-
tor sport race, was a 22 year old Alice Ramsey.  She became the first woman to drive 
across the U.S. in 1909.  In 1912 the biggest deterrent from women driving or compet-
ing was solved when Charles Kettering invented the self-start automobile engine.  You 
no longer needed that big crank out front to start the engine. 

 

So, for 134 years man has taken the basic invention of the automobile and modified it 
for speed or sport.  How much longer will the automobile hobby last?  Will the environ-
mentalists be the organization to shut down cars?  Or will it finally be the oil shortage 
that waves the checkered flag over the car hobby?  I did some research on Google and 
while it was hard to narrow down search criteria, I was able to come up some infor-
mation under the “The Most Expensive Hobbies” (from thestreet.com).  

(Continued on page 2.) 
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Most experts agreed that the “car hobby” or “car collecting” is far from a hobby, based on dollar 
values of what some collectors spend to have that prized possession.  Since some car collections 
run into the millions, and some certain cars are valued at a million for a single car, there is no accu-
rate number to obtain.  What most financial experts will tell you is, “it is one of the most expensive 
and prestigious of hobbies”.  Here are just some of the other hobbies listed.  Comic books, Camel 
Racing, Ballroom Dancing, Faberge Eggs, Stamp Collecting, and Home Brewing. 

 

Here is my opinion, sit back and think of the car hobby, on what or where is the money spent?  Car 
magazines, (Hot Rod etc.), advertising in car magazines, car parts, paints, wheels, tires, oil, gas, 
tools, insurance, car care products, clothes, registration and licensing, car shows, maintenance, up-
holstery and custom work, TV advertising, car clubs, etc. etc. etc.  You get the picture.  For those 
who own more than one car, start adding it up!  Ladies, this isn’t a pitch to urge your men to sell a 
few!  And men, this isn’t a pitch to show the women that the car in the garage is getting more at-
tention.  This is about the power that we have as a whole nation-wide car hobby.  Financially, politi-
cally, and civically.  We are larger than probably any other hobby around.  I Googled “Car Clubs in 
Austin” and got a list of probably a hundred or more individual clubs. 

 

How long will the hobby be around? I am sure at least another 134 years.  The cool part?  If you 
are reading this, you are one of the elite that the financial experts say have “invested well in a hob-
by that is not only financially rewarding, but a hobby that has a very unique comradery”.  “We are 
connected to a multi-billion dollar a year industry”! 

 

November is coming up which is Nomination of Officers.  I have been contacted by a few who have 
indicated they would like to step aside from their current positions.  If you would like to be consid-
ered for a position within AACC please let me know.  Positions needing to be filled are: 

 

Secretary:  Patsy will be doing our website and would prefer not to do both positions. 

 

Treasurer:  I am still working with Ruth to see if she is just trying to give me a heart attack or if she 
is serious about not being Treasurer again.  

 

Both ladies have done a tremendous job and deserve a big heartfelt thanks!  Thanks also to Bob 
Ross for the info provided on Pate.  We are still busy working with issues on the website.  Patsy 
and I have a meeting with our website developer on September 29th and will be able to report up-
dates at our next meeting. 

 

Until next time, Glenn 
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Ruth’s Ramblings……from the shores of Lake Eau Claire, Augusta, Wisconsin 

 

This will be my last Ramblings (from Wisconson this year) – Bob is flying up Friday to get the pon-
toon put away and packing to take things, (including me!) back to Texas.  We plan to leave here 
Wed., 10/2 or 3 and I’m sure the 1,230 mile trip will be easier with two drivers rather than just one. 
It’s always a “hate to leave here” and then “glad to be back home” time.  I’m planning to be at the 
October AACC meeting. 

Getting my freezer jam and bags of strawberries, blueberries, and rhubarb home while still frozen is 
always a challenge!  Newspaper seems to be the best “insulation” for the coolers, I’ve found! 

The leaf colors are just barely starting to turn here…it’s such a beautiful time then, but memories of 
last year’s colors will have to suffice this year! 

After highs in the 80’s last week, we are now in low 70’s and 44 – 60 during the night.  YES!!  The 
yard is covered with pine cones and needles, leaves, and some branches the wind has blown down.  
It will stay as “mulch” for the winter.  Lake properties are shutting down although many are year-
round homes and can wait a little longer. 

If you see “the History of Rock ‘N Roll” starring Johnny Rogers advertised,  (he’s been in Austin be-
fore), it would be worth your while to see him perform!  He’s an entertainer on top of being able to 
sing so many favorites from over the years:  Roy Orbison, Neil Diamond, Elvis, Jerry Lee Lewis, 
Buddy Holly, and many more!  An excellent show!  He includes some humor along the way, also! 

My recipe for Blueberry Bars is below….I get rave reviews on these and if you try them, you’ll know 
why!  Besides, blueberries are so healthy for us!  And they are easier picking as the bushes are 
higher off the ground.  The bushes were just colored in blue from all the berries each time I’ve 
gone picking!  (Editors note—we miss all of the berries and rhubarb we had when we lived up 
north, but not the snow in the winter!) 

 

BLUEBERRY BARS  from Ruth Fredericksen 
 
2 Eggs, well beaten       
1 1/2 cups sugar (I use little less) 
1/2  cup butter         
1 tsp vanilla 
1 1/2 cups flour           
1 tsp baking powder 
½ tsp salt      
½ cup chopped nuts 
2 cups blueberries - or you can use cranberries. 
 
Stir all together.  Bake in greased and floured 9 x 
13 pan at 350 for 40-45 minutes.  Cool and frost. 
 
 

Frosting: 
 
½ cup butter  
3 - 6 oz. cream cheese  
1 1/2 - 2 cups powdered sugar   
 
Beat together and frost. 
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Austin Area Car Club:   Minutes from 08/04/19 

 
President Glenn Heimbigner opened our meeting at 1:05 pm and welcomed everyone.  Meeting 
was held at Margaritas Restaurant with 28 members present.  Members attending for the first 
time in awhile were: Jon Aronson, Robert Kirkpatrick, and Richard Pfromm.  Welcome to guests: 
Amy Geffen, 61 Ford Falcon &amp; Phillip Lewis, 33 Ford All Steel. 

Secretary’s Report: August Minutes: Bob Deets made a motion that minutes be accepted as print-
ed, seconded by Marc Honey, none opposed.  Minutes accepted as sent out to members at large. 

Treasurers Report: Ruth Fredericksen - Jodie Heimbigner: the August report was passed out.  Mo-
tion to accept as presented; Marc Honey, Second; Jon Snyder, none opposed. Treasurers Report 
accepted as presented. 

Sunshine Report: Brenda Lambert wished happy birthday to all September folks that were present 
(Jim Deets &amp; David Lambert). David &amp; Brenda are celebrating their 50 th anniversary, 
Congratulations! No cards were sent out this month. Denny Springer and Bob Ross currently have 
health concerns.  Cards were signed and she will mail. 

Pate Report: Director - Allen Hejl: Next Pate meeting is September 14.  Allen and Glenn will be at-
tending.  Pate Checks should be handed out at meeting.  Total income from the 2019 swap meet 
was $465,755.00.  8,420 spaces were sold, 206 car corral spaces… both down from last year. 
Glenn informed the group that Bob Ross has decided to step down as Pate Secretary, due to 
health reasons.  If anyone is interested in running for the job, please let him know.  You do get 
reimbursed for hotels, meals and travel. 

Old Business: 

1) Website - After a very long discussion last month, Glenn took all the ideas in to consideration, 
incorporated some, and is moving forward.  Bob Ross sent a great history of Pate, which we are 
going to add to our page. 

A – Administrator – Patsy Craven (to be trained) 

B – Point of website is for outside folks to get information and our purpose of our club. There will 
be a member button to join; applications will go to Patsy or Ruth.  Pay Pal will be set up to receive 
the money. 

C – The directory will be on line.  It will be password protected.  You will not be able to see mem-
ber’s information without the password!  If you wish to opt out, please notify Administrator. 

D – Discussion following about links to others websites.  It was decided we will not direct to other 
websites.  Brenda will contact the 10+ that are currently on our site and see if they would like to 
have a business card ad for $10 a month. 

E – Glenn would like to have a volunteer to be our club photographer.  Meanwhile, anyone taking 
photos, please post to website or direct to administration to publish.  

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Minutes continued: 

 

2) Glenn will contact Rouse High School Automotive Department, in the Leander School district, 
now that school is back in session.  Club would like to give a scholarship to a worthy graduate that 
is pursuing studies at an automotive technical school vs. college. 

3) If anyone has articles that you feel may be of interest to the club or is informational in nature, 
please forward to Steve Koehn for our monthly newsletter.  Ladies – you can even submit recipes. 

4) Club Shirts: Hats, club tees, denim and polo shirts are now available.  If you would like to order, 
please contact patsy.craven68@gmail.com 

New Business: 

1) Elections of officers are quickly approaching.  If you have an interest in a position please let 
Glenn know.  Glenn agreed to continue as President for one more year.  Patsy would like someone 
to take on the Secretary position, so she can concentrate on the website. 

Announcements: 

September 28 – VFW Post 10427 BBQ cook-off, 12:00 – 4:00 PM.  Bring old cars to 8760 RR 2243, 
Leander. 

September 28 – Comanche Car show & Pow Wow – Comanche Park 

October 5  – Marble Falls Kiwanis Car Show on Main Street 

October 6  – All Ford Picnic, 1801 CR 152, Georgetown, Tx. 10:00 – 2:00 PM. 

October 12 – Thorndale Car Show. 

October 26 – Octoberfest presented by Lake Travis STEM Academy, at Lake Line Mall 11:00 – 3:00 
PM. 

November (date to be announced) Visit a retirement center in Steiner Ranch – they are in contact 
with Marc Honey. 

Still a work in progress – Andice trip to Hot Rod shop and Roberts Signs and Auto Graphics in 
Georgetown. 

Next meeting October 6 th at Margaritas. 

Free lunch cards (for driving your classic car) were won by: Bryan Craven, Cyndy Kidd, Jon Ar-
onson, and Frank Caramanica.  Congrats! 

Motion to Adjourn made by Jon Synder at 3:20. Seconded by Bob Deets. 

Submitted by Secretary – Patsy Craven 



 

 

 

DRY DOCKING YOUR CAR FOR THE WINTER? Here are some helpful tips from Glenn 

 

The days are getting shorter, the leaves are starting to fall from the trees, and by the calendar date, Fall 
should be almost here.  But then we keep getting these 100-degree days.  For most of us the perfect year-round 
temperature is somewhere around 70 to 75 daytime and 55 to 60 nights.  But since we don’t live in Hawaii, we 
get what we get.  I personally prefer summer to winter mainly because it rarely snows here.  Growing up in 
Denver meant winter came and snow came with it.  Snow skiing, sledding and snowmobiles were winter time 
activities that kept you busy and were fun activities to indulge in.   

Winter in Texas is a little less exciting for me.  Its cold outside, which I can handle.  But when it be-
comes cold and windy as most of our winter days are, I HATE the wind and I lose interest in most of my pro-
jects simply because its cold.  I do very little work on my cars since my garage isn’t heated, and somehow you 
lose that drive to do anything car related due to weather. 

But before winter comes let me pass along some pre-winter things for that dream car in your garage.  A 
good wash and wax is a must.  Nothing is worse than trying to scrub off last Falls bug juice when Spring comes. 
The wax helps protect the paint from any acidization from bugs, birds and whatever other 4-legged creature you 

may have contacted over the Summer. 

If you are pretty sure your dream ride is done for the winter, add some STA-BIL or 
other fuel additive to keep the gas in the tank from diluting.  Check your anti-freeze level 
but also make sure it is sufficient to keep it from freezing and cracking that big block out 
front, and I don’t mean on your fireplace.  

Over the Winter keep your battery connected to a trickle charger and avoid the 
expense of a battery in the Spring.  If you have the luxury of owning several pairs of jack 
stands, you can jack the car up by the frame allowing the tires to be free from flat-spotting during Winter and 
relieving the stress off of the suspension system.  

Keep a car cover over the car during the win-
ter months. It always seems that an unex-
pected box or two will appear in your garage 
from somewhere. No one knows who it be-
longs to, where it goes, or what’s in it, but it 
always manages to get set down on “the car”. 
Not on the floor or your work bench but “on 
the car”.  Hope these tips are helpful. 

Green Chili Cornbread Stuffing 

5 cupc Cornbread or muffin crumbs  

6 slices bacon  

½ cup chopped celery  

1 cup chopped onion  

1 cup canned diced green chilies (drained)  

1 can (15 oz.) creamed corn  

4 tbls melted butter  

1 cup chicken stock  

1 cup cream  

3 eggs  

2 tbls poultry seasoning  

1 tsp. cumin  

Preheat oven to 375 degrees 

From Patsy Craven 

  

It is almost turkey time so tuck this away for next month. 
It would be good with a roast pork lion too.   

Place cornbread crumbs in a large bowl. a In skillet, cook 
bacon until crisp. Remove, drain & crumble. (retain 3 tbls 
bacon drippings) . Add celery and onion to the bacon 
drippings.  Cook until tender, 8-10 min.  Spoon over 
cornbread crumbs. Toss.  Stir in chilies and creamed 
corn. Whisk melted butter, chicken stock, cream, eggs & 
seasonings.  Pour over the cornbread mixture. Toss. 
Spoon mixture into a buttered casserole dish, cover with 
foil.  Bake for 20 min., then uncover. Bake 25-30 min or 
until golden brown on top.  Or use to stuff turkey. Note: 
you can use unseasoned cornbread crumbs, but you’ll 
need to add additional liquid.. If no poultry seasoning, 
add spices of your choice.  



CAR RADIOS:  Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't.  Here's the true story from Dan 

Reisem 
 

One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends to a look-
out point high above the Mississippi River town of  Quincy, Illinois , to watch the sunset. It was a romantic night 

to be sure, but one of the women observed that it would be even nicer if they could listen to music in the car. 

  
Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios and it wasn't long before they were taking 

apart a home radio and trying to get it to work in a car.  But it wasn't as easy as it sounds: automobiles have 

ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, and other electrical equipment that generate noisy static interference, 
making it nearly impossible to listen to the radio when the engine was running. 

 
SIGNING ON:  One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference.  

When they finally got their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago.  There they met Paul Gal-

vin, owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation.  He made a product called a "battery eliminator" a device that 
allowed battery-powered radios to run on household AC current.  But as more homes were wired for electricity, 

more radio manufacturers made AC-powered radios.  Galvin needed a new product to manufacture.  When he 

met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention, he found it.  He believed that mass-produced, affordable car 
radios had the potential to become a huge business. 

 
Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and when they perfected their first radio, they installed it in 

his Studebaker.  Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan.  Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he 

had his men install a radio in the banker's Packard.  Good idea, but it didn't work.  Half an hour after the installa-
tion, the banker's Packard caught on fire.  They didn't get the loan.  Galvin didn't give up.  He drove his Stu-

debaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association con-

vention.  Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the car outside the convention hall and cranked up the radio so 
that passing conventioneers could hear it.  That idea worked and he got enough orders to put the radio into pro-

duction. 
 

WHAT'S IN A NAME:  That first production model was called the 5T71.  Galvin decided he needed to come up 

with something a little catchier.  In those days many companies in the phonograph and radio businesses used 
the suffix "ola" for their names -- Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest.  Galvin decided to 

do the same thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the Motorola. 

But even with the name change, the radio still had problems. 
 

When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-new 
car for $650, and the country was sliding into the Great Depression.  By that measure, a radio for a new car 

would cost about $3,000 today.  In 1930 it took two men several days to put in a car radio.  The dashboard had 

to be taken apart so that the receiver and a single speaker could be installed, and, the ceiling had to be cut open 
to install the antenna.  The early radios ran on their own batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut 

into the floor board to accommodate them.  The installation manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages 

of instructions. 
 

HIT THE ROAD:  Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the price of a brand-new car wouldn't 
have been easy in the best of times, let alone during the Great Depression   Galvin lost money in 1930 and strug-

gled for a couple of years after that.  But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering Motorola's pre-

installed at the factory.  In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich tire compa-
ny to sell and install radios in its chain of tire stores.  

 
By then the price of the radio, installation included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and run-

ning. The name of the company would be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947.  In 

the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios.  In 1936, the same year that it introduced 
push-button tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that was factory preset to 

a single frequency to pick up police broadcasts.  In 1940 he developed the first hand held two-way radio -- The 
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Ricardo Lopez 10-22 

Tiffany Pressler 10-25 

Brad Jones 10-26 

Mike Rosales 10-28 

Norm Haupt                             10-31 

October Anniversaries 

Arnie & Sharon Wenz 10-06 

Rick & Stephanie Klaproth  10-13 

Jerry & Peggy Davis                  10-25 

Don & Nichole Tomastik 10-30 

October Birthdays 

Johnnie Martone 10-04 

Velma Aaron 10-08 

Mary Pippins 10-11 

Billy House    10-12 

Mary Readel 10-14 

Gary Brubaker 10-15 

Jayne Yenger 10-21 

October  5….…...Marble Falls Main Street Car Show 
October 12…......Thorndale Car Show 
October 18….…..Pistons on The Square, Georgetown 
October 19…......Clifton Car Show, Clifton Classic Car Museum, 9-4 
October 26……...Taylor Main Street Car Show (this is a big one, almost 500 cars last year) 
October 27…......Cars and Cookies, Stiner Ranch, Quinlan Crossing shopping center  
November 15…..Tour to Harold Chapmans “Customs and Rods” of Andice.  This is a Friday morning.   
                        We will meet at 9:30 AM at the Andice General Store, 6500 FM 970, Georgetown, TX.  

Handie-Talkie for the  U.S. Army. 

CAR RADIOS continued: 
 

A lot of the communications technologies that we take for granted today were born in Motorola labs in the years 
that followed World War II.  In 1947 they came out with the first television to sell under $200.  In 1956 the com-

pany introduced the world's first personal pager.  In 1969, Motorola supplied the radio and television equipment 

that was used to televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon.  In 1973 the company invented the world's 
first hand held cellular phone.  Today Motorola is the largest cell phone manufacturer in the world, and it all 

started with the car radio. 

 
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO: 

The two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car, Elmer Wavering and William Lear, ended up taking 
very different paths in life.  Wavering stayed with Motorola.  In the 1950's he helped change the automobile ex-

perience again when he developed the first automotive alternator, replacing inefficient and unreliable generators. 

The invention lead to such luxuries as power windows, power seats, and eventually, air-conditioning. 
 

Lear also continued inventing.  He holds more than 150 patents.  Remember eight-track tape players?  Lear in-

vented that.  But what he's really famous for are his contributions to the field of aviation.  He invented radio di-
rection finders for planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully automatic aircraft land-

ing system, and in 1963 introduced his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet.  The world's first mass-
produced, affordable business jet.  Not bad for a guy who dropped out of school after the eighth grade! 



Sept 
2019 

AACC Newsletter 

The general purpose of the Austin  Area Car Club, incorporated as a non-profit corporation, shall be 
to preserve,  maintain, and enjoy antique, classic, and special interest vehicles 25 years of age and 
older for the benefit of its members as well as the general public. 

Dated Material Please deliver promptly 

Visit our website: 

www.AustinAreaCC.com 

 Austin Area Car Club 

Information Station Newsletter 

 

Editor: 

Steve Koehn 

207 Chaparral Dr 

Highland Haven, TX 78654 

 

512-244-7874 

koehntx@gmail.com 

2019 Club Officers 

 

President 

Glenn Heimbigner 

361-993-2539 

chryslerking@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President 

James Deets 

512-733-6947 

 

Treasurer 

Ruth Fredericksen 

512-931-0039 

 

Secretary 

Patsy Craven 

830-385-4866 

 

Pate Director 

Allen Hejl 

512-905-3038 

 

Pate Alternate Director 

Bob Ross 

512-619-9136 

 

Club Directors: 

Pat Koehn 

512-217-6943 

 

Steve Springer 

521-633-5125 

 

Sunshine 

Brenda Lambert 

512-630-6228 

Laugh if you must but this might be more appropriately stated: “ Ash-
es to ashes, dust to dust, if wasn’t for my old cars, my tools would 
rust.”  I think it applies to all of us…… The editor 


