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AUSTIN AREA CAR CLUB’S  Visit our website: 
www.AustinAreaCC.com  

AACC’s next meeting is Sunday, September 8th at:  
 

Margarita’s on Hwy 29 in Liberty Hill, at 1:00 PM. 

RSVP to Jodie.Heimbigner@gmail.com 

or call 361-993-8964 by 10AM September 6. 

President’s Message 

I can carry on conversations on most topics. I like to think I have a well-rounded 
enough education and experience that I can gab with everyone, except maybe rocket 
scientists, doctors, heart surgeons and politicians. But if you unscrewed the top of my 
head and tipped me over and separated the spillage into categories, you would find a 
couple of two or three large piles, and many medium piles, and then quite a few small 
piles. The large piles would be stacked with past job information, (Army and helicopter 
“stuff”), next hobby stuff, (car data), and then life experiences. If I am right, I would like 
to think that piles would be the same for most people. Job experiences the largest, other 
close interests next, and then family/life stuff. 

But getting older and working with younger people has been interesting. We re-
cently hired a 16 year old, (name withheld to protect the innocent) just to work a few 
months of the summer to get some car experience. He wants to become an automotive 
engineer. And the second is a 21 year old Universal Tech Institute graduate, (name with-
held so you don’t try to hire him away from me). I have to tell you it has been fun. Both 
have great attitudes, good work ethic, and love cars. The fun part has been answering 
their daily questions about car repairs. For most of you who know me know I work in a 
little shop where we take in new and a growing number of older cars for repair. 

Here comes the fun part!!! Watching them scratch their heads trying to work the 
same problem on an older car and a new car. Both understand using the newer on-
board-diagnostic (OBD) process and having the computer spit out a fault code and pretty 
much solve the repair for you. Then have them look at an older car and diagnose the 
same symptom.  So for this purpose an older car and a newer car both have a “won’t 
start issue”. The newer car you can plug in the OBD computer and get about three 
choices.  1. Starter relay.  2. Fuel pump relay.  3. The fuel pump.  All three have a few 
follow-on things to check to determine the fault.  The old car has the same “won’t start” 
issue but there is no OBD to connect to.  The older car has a mechanical fuel pump not 
electric, the old car has a coil, points and distributor to provide spark for the plugs and 
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Continued:  not a crank position sensor to send out the signal as in the newer cars. 

Now they have to come up with a different set of steps to diagnose the problem, i.e., how 
do you test a mechanical pump, how do points work, is the coil working, (here, hold this wire while 
I crank it), and what is this wild thing called a timing light??? 

But after I explain old to new and how much easier the old cars are and were to work on, 
the same question is asked over and over. Why don’t they still do cars this way???  Enter EPA, and 
all the other government abbreviated organizations out there.  I look at the youngest helper who 
wants to be the automotive engineer and say, “I am counting on you to design something better, 
please”.  And, of course, the other comment about the older cars is, “look at all the room under 
here” meaning how much more space older cars have under the hood even with bigger engines. 

Bottom line, it’s great to pass along any knowledge I have to help them get ahead. I hope it 
helps them understand how we progressed from old to new.  I hope they learn how to maintain 
“our” older generation of cars so they will be around another generation or so.  The best part, it 
makes me feel a few years younger!!!   

Activities :   I have been busy working issues on the website. Thanks to Bob Ross for the infor-
mation he has provided.  I am also working on getting dates set for the visit to Robert’s Graphics to 
learn about car wraps and the visit to Harold Chapman’s restoration facility. 

Stay tuned!!!! 

Glenn  

Angel Fire Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Angel Fire Vietnam Veterans Memorial is in the mountains, near Angel Fire, New Mexico. If you have 
never been there for a visit I feel it would be worth a detour to add it to your itinerary if you are 
traveling near by.  It is west of IH 25 between Cimarron and Taos in a very peaceful setting.  The 
museum has a lot of memorabilia and a touching documentary film made up of actual TV news clip-
pings from the Vietnam era as reported live each day during the evening news.   

On August 31st, Club member Bob Deets had a brick honoring his years of service in Vietnam added 
to the walkway at the memorial. Here are some pictures of the event and a link to their website:  
https://www.vietnamveteransmemorial.org/  Below are some pictures of the ceremony. 

Thank you to all AACC Club members 
who have served. 

https://www.vietnamveteransmemorial.org/


Austin Area Car Club:   Minutes from 08/04/19 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Glenn Heimbigner at 1:00 PM, with 27 members 
present.    

Glenn welcomed new members James and Teresa Hilyard to the club.  They live in the Pflugerville 
area and have a 1970 Dodge Charger.  There was a small cheer from the other Mopar folks in at-
tendance. 

It was moved by Jon Snyder, seconded by Karen Ross, and carried by voice vote to approve the 
July meeting minutes as published in the newsletter.  

Treasurer’s report as compiled by Ruth Fredericksen was presented by Jodie Heimbigner.  

Glenn talked about a tour when the weather cools a bit, September or October, to a classic car 
restoration place near Andice.  We most likely will meet at the Andice General Store for burgers 
before we take the tour of the shops.   

Glenn reported that he met with Shelli Wilkison, the representative of the Liberty Hill Independent 
who is working on a new Website for the Club.  He reviewed the different topics and the started 
to go through each one in detail.  Nancy Hancock, Patsy Craven, and Brenda Lambert volunteered 
to learn about the new processes to maintain the website after it is ready. 

The original artwork of the Austin Area Car Club logo has been lost.  It was suggested that if it is 
too difficult to try and recreate, maybe we should consider updating and replacing the types of 
cars on the logo with more current classic cars.  Steve Koehn mentioned that many years ago he 
had tried to change the logo but learned that the club name and logo were “registered” with the 
State.  Bob Ross stated that the Logo was registered with the Secretary of State with the make of 
each car, model of each car and year of manufacture of each car documented.  Bob said he would 
look through some old files to see if can locate the documentation.  It was moved by Jon Snyder, 
seconded by James Deets, and carried to maintain our long history by retaining the original logo 
of the three cars makes, models and years.  

Several members commented the dark gray Club tee shirts, worn by several members, had good 
detailed silk-screened logos.  Steve Koehn will contact the “4 Imprint” company who did the silk 
screening and may have a copy of the Club logo artwork on file.  (PS:  The “4 Imprint” company 
did have AACC artwork on file that they drew from the large embroidered patch used on Club 
Jackets that Steve gave them several years ago.  The company sent Steve a drawing of the logo 
they produced.  Steve then sent Nancy Hancock a copy for her to use to re-create an original 
black and white logo drawing for the Club to use and retain in our historical records.) 

Brenda Lambert read the list of August birthdays and anniversaries.  Members present were ap-
plauded. 

Free meal tickets were won by Bob Fredericksen, Steve Koehn, James Deets, and Arnie Wenz. 

Glenn apologized for the length of the meeting but said that he felt it was important to update 

everyone on progress with the website and to iron out the issues regarding a possible change to 

the club logo.  The meeting was adjourned by Glen at 3:15 PM. 

Pat Koehn, Acting Secretary  
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Ruth’s Ramblings……from the shores of Lake Eau Claire, Augusta, Wisconsin 

 

The squirrels are running around burying acorns and the wind has blown in some cooler temps!  
The lake has small “waves” and just glistens in the sun!  Today it is 72 with nights in the 50’s and 
60’s.  The natives are restless as they fear the summer has ended and fall has arrived!  For me, the 
temps are quite comfortable and wonderful!  Now to watch for the changing colors on the trees – 
oh, what a beautiful sight – red, orange, yellow – all vibrant in their color! 

Two gal friends and I took a 12 day 3,512 mile road trip out west in August….crossing MN, SD, MT, 
and WY!  Our “leader” had planned this well….as we made a quick stop at Wall Drug, the Corn Pal-
ace, and then on to Mt. Rushmore.  The outside of the Corn Palace is re-done every year with a de-
sign by the University Art Department, using only corn and seeds.  Inside the designs on the walls 
last about 15 years and then are re-done.  This now has a large auditorium inside for various 
events.   

Work is being done at Mt. Rushmore’s ground level for tourists, but the monument is such a beauti-
ful work of art.  On to Custer’s Field Museum on the Crow Reservation – a touching remembrance 
of what took place here and the graves on top of the butte.  On we go to the Lewis and Clark Mu-
seum on the Missouri River where the pioneers had to stop to build carts to continue west due to 
the great falls.   

Then to Glacier Park for beautiful scenery and what is left of some glaciers.  Finally we get to Big 
Sky, MT where our leader has a condo…ahh…time to relax and look around….such a gorgeous area 
that is becoming a real tourist area!  Mountains all around, and a big blue sky.   

Okay, time to get back on the road and take in many parts of Yellowstone!  More breathtaking than 
Glacier Park….we even did some hiking (well, not long hikes!) and took lots of pictures….the gey-
sers, the rock formations, the lakes and falls….I would like to go back and see even more!  A Senior 
National Parks Pass is the way to go, saving much money on entrance fees! 

Traffic was stopped up ahead that afternoon – bison were grazing and using the road to cross – 
slowly!  A week later we heard there was a bison stampede there, possibly because of someone’s 
car alarm.  Glad we were there earlier, as I even got an up-close picture!  Several elk were grazing 
near the roadside in another park area and the park rangers get quite a workout trying to keep the 
tourists safe!  My goodness they have huge antlers!  Yes, I got out to take a picture!  

Arrived home safe and sound but exhausted!  Just let me sleep later than 6:30 AM, please!  Great 
trip! 

The apple orchards are open now so here’s a great recipe for an Apple Cake: 

4 cups finely chopped apples  2 tsp baking soda 

2 cups sugar     1 tsp salt 

2 tsp cinnamon    1 cup chopped nuts   

Mix apples w/sugar until sugar is dissolved.  Add remaining ingredients.  Mix well by hand. Put into 
a greased 9 x 13 pan and bake at 350 for 40 – 50 minutes.  Cool on rack. 

Topping:  1/3 c. brown sugar and 1/3 c. white sugar, 2 Tbsp flour, 2/3 cup water, 2 Tbsp butter 

and 1 Tbsp vanilla.  Combine sugars, flour, and water and cook over medium heat until clear.  Add 

butter and vanilla.  Poke holes in top of cake and pour topping over the cake.  Let cool and serve 

with whipped cream or ice cream. 
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-September 4-7 — Mecum sale — Dallas 

-September 7 & 21 — Lake Area Rods and Classics Saturday night Fever 

-September 14  — Luckenrod Car show, Luckenbach  

-September 21 — Pistons on the Square, Georgetown, 8 AM until 11 AM 

September 27-29 — Texas All British Car Days, Round Rock 

-October 4-5 — Worldwide Auctioneers:  The Corpus Christi Old Car Museum Auction 

-October 5 — Marble Falls Main Street Car Show, Marble Falls 

Being spoiled in Seattle 

Pat and I are visiting our daughter and family in 
Seattle.  Cat got up early and prepared a 
“Clafoutis” to serve as a treat for breakfast. I 
have no idea how it is pronounced but it is 
Yummy!  She used fresh plums and peaches 
from friends trees in her neighborhood.  It is 
also good with a scoop of ice cream.  I know, 
ice cream for breakfast?  But we are on va-
cation, right?  The recipe she used is being 
shared from the April 2010 “Food and Wine” 
magazine.   

Ingredients 

1/2 cup all-purpose flour 

1/4 cup sugar + 2 tablespoons  

Salt 

3 Large eggs 

3 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 

Finely grated zest of 1 lemon 

3 cups fruit, small dice size 

Confectioners’ sugar for dusting 

 

How to make it: 

Step 1 

Preheat oven to 350 F. Butter an 9 inch gratin 
dish.  In a bowl, whisk the flour, sugar and a 

pinch of salt. Whisk in the eggs, butter and 
lemon zest until smooth.  Add the milk and 
whisk until light and very smooth, about 3 
minutes.  Pour the batter into the gratin dish 
and top with the fruit.   

Step 2 

Bake for about 30 minutes, until the clafoutis 
is set and golden.  Let cool slightly.  Dust with 
confectioners’ sugar and cut into wedges.  
Can be served hot or cold.   
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Ernest Jamail 09-13 

Phil Knapp 09-14 

Bob Ross 09-18 

Brlinda Rosales 09-22 

Ginger Smith 09-25 

Noland Pressler 09-28 

 

September Anniversaries 

John & Vickie Solis 09-04 

Bob & Maggie Braden 09-07 

Nolan & Tiffany Pressler 09-09 

Allen & Jean Hejl 09-23 

David & Brenda Lambert 09-26 

September Birthdays 

David Lambert 09-01 

Patricia Koehn 09-03 

Pete Solis 09-03 

Karol Miller 09-05 

Rita Kincheloe 09-07 

Buck Jones 09-11 

James Deets 09-12 

CAN ANIMALS TALK? — by Glenn Heimbigner 

 

Ah, it’s Saturday morning, not much on the schedule, maybe some light yard work before it 
gets too hot.  I’ll let the dogs out and enjoy my morning brew.  Not 5 minutes later one of the 
dogs is pawing at the door handle to come back in.  Odd!!  I open the door and let her in.  Close 
the door and I am looking out the back door and see our other dog out about 30 yards dancing 
around the group of trees.  Barking, acting strange and head down like she is pointing.  I walk out 
to the trees and there is a 5 foot Diamondback rattler coiled up at the base of the tree.  Grab the 
dog and get her in the house!  Quick, grab the gun, (dust off the cob webs), run out back and un-
load six rounds of lead in the snake.  

Suddenly I hear Jodie screaming from the house!!  I run inside and see my dog’s face is the 
size of a basketball already.  Grab the car keys, load the dogs, and head to the vet’s office!!!  95 
MPH down our county road.  Jodie in the passenger seat, white knuckle grip on the hand hold!! 
Jodie on the phone calling the vet.  Passing cars left and right!!  Arrive at the vet’s office in record 
setting time.  Get the dogs in and start the treatment on the one and checking over the other.  3 
hours later, only one dog bit but treatment being given, we drive the dogs to the emergency ani-
mal clinic on US 183.  Get the one dog checked in and further treatment started.  Another three 
hours and they tell us she is OK  but will be held there for observation for 48 hours.  

Drive home, (normal speed), go out back and take pictures of the snake.  5 foot 3 inches 
long, 6 rows of rattles.  

The dog came home late Sunday and is recover-
ing. Looking back, it is as if both dogs were talking to 
us. The one that got bit came immediately to the back 
door, wanted in and went straight to Jodie for help. The 
other stayed outside and was barking and dancing 
around the tree evidently to get my attention so I would 
go look.  I believe animals can talk to us, might not be 
verbally, but they can talk!!!  Pictured at left is about 4 
weeks after the snake bite and reconstructive surgery. 



 

The general purpose of the Austin  Area Car Club, incorporated as a non-profit corporation, shall be 
to preserve,  maintain, and enjoy antique, classic, and special interest vehicles 25 years of age and 
older for the benefit of its members as well as the general public. 

Dated Material Please deliver promptly 

Visit our website: 

www.AustinAreaCC.com 
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Editor: 

Steve Koehn 

207 Chaparral Dr 

Highland Haven, TX 78654 

 

512-244-7874 

koehntx@gmail.com 

2019 Club Officers 

 

President 

Glenn Heimbigner 

361-993-2539 

chryslerking@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President 

James Deets 

512-733-6947 

 

Treasurer 

Ruth Fredericksen 

512-931-0039 

 

Secretary 

Patsy Craven 

830-385-4866 

 

Pate Director 

Allen Hejl 

512-905-3038 

 

Pate Alternate Director 

Bob Ross 

512-619-9136 

 

Club Directors: 

Pat Koehn 

512-217-6943 

 

Steve Springer 

521-633-5125 

 

Sunshine 

Brenda Lambert 

512-630-6228 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A donated bed size 
quilt that was on dis-
play at the Vietnam 
Veterans Museum in 
Angel Fire, NM says it 
all….. 


