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AACC’s Christmas Party — SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 

 

Social time starts at 3 PM with a cash bar.  A buffet dinner of prime rib and chicken with salad, 
side dishes, and dessert will be served at 4 PM.  We hope you will join us! 

 

If you worked two shifts at Pate this year, your meal will be free. All other members will pay $16 
with the Club paying the other half of the cost of the meal. 

 

RSVP’s are very important for this event….please RSVP on or before December 3rd to 

Ruth Fredericksen:  ruth2fred@gmail.com or call 512-931-0039 or text 512-864-5482 

 

We will not have a gift exchange this year, but instead, please bring gifts for Blue Santa!  These 
should be unwrapped gifts for kids of all ages.  Police officers will wrap and deliver the gifts ac-
cording to their list of approved families.  Teenagers can receive gift cards. 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Happy Holidays to each and every member of our club. I hope you all have a great 
Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.  I hope that wherever you are during the holidays, 
it is a great time for you and your family.  

So, let me start by giving you my opinion of where the club is today.  A sort of “my state 
of the union” on Austin Area Car Club.  We are coming up on our December Christmas 
party so I thought it fitting to see if we are all sharing the same feeling.  A year has 
passed for me as your President.  It has gone by so quickly. I have some good thoughts 
and some on which I need to improve. 

As a club we have had a good year. We toured Nyle Maxwell’s car emporium of a great 
collection.  We pulled off a last-minute car show at VFW and made some money.   

mailto:ruth2fred@gmail.com


President’s message continued 

 

We worked at the annual Pate Swap Meet and visited Hot Rods of Andice.  We did a few car shows 
at senior living centers and brought smiles to some people who seemed to really enjoy our group. 

All that said, here are my personal thoughts.  As a club our membership has grown.  Every event, 
show, tour, or outing brings us a new member or two.  I have 3 perspective members who will be 
at our January meeting.  I want our club to grow but I don’t want to take away from the personal 
feeling from our members.  We get an A+ for being a warm and friendly club.  Please invite anyone 
to come to one of our meetings or events. 

Our biggest single event is Pate.  We made it through this year as we have previous years.  We 
pass around sign-up sheets months prior to the swap meet.  Work schedules are printed, and once 
we are at the swap meet, plans change.  Not a problem, needs come up for each of us we didn’t 
plan on.  We adapt and carry on.  Pate is pretty much our club’s sole source of money making.  I  
hope that our club will continue to attract younger members so we can continue to participate at 
this great and fun automotive swap meet.  Lastly, Allen Hejl is doing a great job as Pate Director, 
attending the meetings and representing AACC.  Thanks Allen, A+. 

Anytime we plan an event we always get good participation. That’s great because it shows me we 
are planning the right things that keep you as club members interested and participating.  We re-
cently had two members step up and offer to be lead persons for potential events.  Thank you Amy 
Geffen and Bob Head.  They will be planning tours and shows for 2020.  Please provide them input 
if you have something of interest for the club. A+. 

As president, I started some things this year and haven’t quite closed the loop on a couple.  First, 
our new website is up and running but not totally complete.  It has a new look but the Membership 
sign up sheet and PAYPAL need to get finished.  I just need to sit with Ruth and get them done.   
#2. Since we are Austin’s oldest registered car club, I would like, at some point, to have some ban-
ners to put out at our events so we display our name to the public and how long we have been 
around.  #3. If we can gain that level of recognition, I hope that some business, hopefully car relat-
ed, would offer us a permanent place to hold our meetings.  I still want the club to have a place to 
call “home”.  That is a B. 

Also, on a personal level I need to learn how to say “no”.  I have people all the time come up with 
ideas, information, or a contact that may need some follow up.  I usually end up following through 
rather than delegating to someone.  I need to learn to “ask” for help from other club members.  I 
also hope I won’t offend anyone if I ask for your help. B. 

On the financial level we are doing good.  We got our check from Pate and we have operating mon-
ey in the account.  I need to have you suggest charitable organizations we may consider for donat-
ing to and how much.  Another follow-up for me. B. 

In my previous professional life in the Army, we used a color system to show current status on 
things.  Red meant not so good.  Yellow meant OK, but there is room for improvement.  Green 
meant good, now go focus on your red and yellow issues.  As a club we are in the Green with a va-
riety of items, such as tours, membership, participation and finances.  Good job!!  As the president, 
I have a few items in the Yellow.  That is where my focus will be for 2020.  

On a bigger scale, It has been a fun year! A fast year!  Thanks to all my Officers for your support 

and dedication!  Thanks to each of you as members for your attendance and support!     

Glenn 



RUTH’S RAMBLINGS for DECEMBER 2019 

 

Memories carry traditions in many families.  When growing up, my Mother always made sweet rolls 
into the shape of trees with frosting and sprinkles on top.  Yum!  A few were given away as gifts, but 
the “big tree” was saved for Christmas morning breakfast.  Of course they were made “from scratch” 
and always sooooo delicious!  (I ate the most!) 

 

I don’t think I’ve missed a year of making these trees to carry on this tradition.  Most years I have 
also made her rolled out butter cookies…..thin and crisp!  And over the years butter pecan cookies 
rolled in powdered sugar are my contribution to tradition.   

 

No matter our state of mind about the holidays, we must keep in mind that:  Jesus is the Reason 
for the Season.  The beautiful Christmas music and performances can bring joy as we celebrate the 
season.  Maybe we need more thought of this than of the things that make it a hectic or sad time, 
with all the extra work, expense, and frustration.   

 

It’s holiday time….and that can mean so many different things for each one!  Many are sad because 
of loved ones having passed.  Some are sad because their families are “broken” and holidays are no 
longer the same.  For others it is a festive time with gift-buying, shopping, wrapping, possibly ship-
ping….and, unfortunately for some, they have large credit card debt remaining for the new year. 

 

First I think about decorating my whole front yard…..oh, such work it is!  And neighbors will ask 
when I’ll have it done.  However, no one has ever offered to help me, but gratefully say how much 
they enjoy my (non-professional) displays and lights! 

 

Special Cranberry Sauce   (a friend’s secret recipe until she finally shared it!!)  We won’t tell Ruth, 
if you don’t.   :>)  

1 bag fresh or frozen cranberries 

Add 1 cup sugar and 1 cup water and bring to boil. 

After most berries have “popped”, stir in 1 small pkg sugar-free Raspberry or Black Cherry 
Jello!  Let set in refrigerator.  Stir before serving.  Delicious!! 

(I have made this using canned whole-cranberry sauce and one bag of fresh berries.) 

So… I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a New Year filled with many special blessings! 

Ruth Fredericksen 

Just a short little clip about this time of season, and for life in general.  Like you, I came from a hard 
working family where money wasn’t always in the “cup runneth over” status.  My grandfather was a 
hard- working old German farmer who came to the U.S. in 1911.  Passed through Ellis Island and 
migrated to Greeley, Colorado.  His farm grew sugar beets for the local GW sugar plant in Greeley. 
He knew two words of English, hello and good by!  But one thing we as grandchildren learned from 
him as well as from our parents, was the power in giving, no matter how big or how small.  If you 
don’t have the money, invest some of your time.  Always pass on to the younger generation things 
your parents or a friend taught you.  Not all kids today have great role models.  Some times the best 
lessons learned don’t involve money.  Some of your best memories will usually involve other people! 
Sometimes a helping hand is all someone needs. And most of all don’t look for recognition for your 
kindness, it will show in your personality.  Unfortunately, there are a lot of scammers in todays 
world, and the Holidays bring them out in bunches.  Organizations like Blue Santa, Toys for Tots, 
Salvation Army coat drive, and others are great places to donate to.  Glenn 



Austin Area Car Club:   Minutes from 11/02/19 

  

President Glenn Heimbigner opened our meeting at 12:45 pm and welcomed everyone. Meeting 
was held at Longhorn Retirement Village in Steiner Ranch with 17 members present. Glenn wel-
come member Neil LeBlanc, who hasn’t attended a meeting in a while.  

Secretary’s Report: October Minutes: A correction of a guest’s name from Gilchrist to Karol & Lin-
da Miller was made. Marc Honey made a motion that minutes be accepted as corrected, seconded 
by Bob Deets, none opposed. Minutes accepted as sent out to members at large.  

Treasurers Report: Ruth Fredericksen: the October report was passed out. Motion to accept as 
presented; Millie Deets, second by Marc Honey, none opposed. Treasurers Report accepted as 
presented.  

Sunshine Report: Brenda Lambert was unable to attend.  Member, Scott Beaver, passed away in 
September 2019. The club voted to send a memorial gift of $75 to the Brent Thurman Foundation. 
If you know of any member ill or hospitalized, please contact Brenda or Glenn.  

Pate Report:  Allen Hejl, Pate Director, was unable to attend.  He did forward the following infor-
mation to Glenn: After compiling the two lists of workers from the 2019 Pate Swap Meet we had 
26 men and 8 ladies (34 Total) work at Pate.  Keeping with tradition a motion was made by Denny 
Springer to purchase Pate workers appreciations gifts not to exceed $25 pp.  Bob Deets seconded, 
none opposed and motion carried.  Two workers are due jackets for their service at PATE, con-
gratulations Berlinda Rosales & Linda Valverde on being new members and thank you for working!  
Bob Deets asked if club will be hauling parts also next year.  Glenn stated it was still undecided 
but feels like that is a very good possibility. The next PATE meeting is February 17, 2020 and they 
should find out more at that time.  

Old Business:  the club website is still a work in progress. Glenn will visit Independent Liberty Hill 
office and discuss how we can proceed.  Glenn is working with Ruth to get a Pay Pal account set 
up so we can accept membership applications and payments directly from our website.  There will 
also be a place to pay your yearly dues (but a check or cash will still work.)  

Brenda continues to contact the 10+ websites that were on our old site to see if they would like to 
have a business card ad for $10 a month.  She has spoken to several that are interested and 
asked her to send them a contract.  We need to work on a contract. 

The Christmas party will be held on December 8th at 3:00 at the Georgetown Country Club. Pate 
workers who worked two shifts eat free and receive a thank you gift.  Club members that did not 
work at Pate will be charged approximately $15 pp.  Ruth will confirm amount after her final visit 
with Country club. She needs a head count by December 3rd.  Please email her if you will be at-
tending.  Ruth’s email is r2fred@suddenlink.net  This year’s menu will be Prime Rib, Chicken Mar-
sala, glazed carrots, green beans, mashed potatoes, salad, rolls and Cherry Cobbler with ice 
cream.  Social hour is from 3:00 till 4:00, dinner will be served around 4:00.  It was decided that 
in place of a white elephant exchange, members may bring a new toy (or three) to be delivered to 
Blue Santa for distribution.  If you would rather donate cash or check – that is fine also.  They use 
cash donations to purchase books and toys in bulk.  

If anyone has articles that you feel may be of interest to the club or informational in nature, 
please forward to Steve Koehn for our monthly newsletter.  

Meeting minutes continued on the next page. 

 



Meeting minutes 11/02/19 continued 

Club Shirts: Hats, club tees, denim and polo shirts are now available.  If you would like to order, 
please contact patsy.craven68@gmail.com ( Note: After our meeting I went by the shop that does 
our embroidering, they are working on a huge order they received and cannot accept any new 
work until after the first of the year.)  

New Business:  Elections of officers: No one stepped up for the open positions of Secretary and 
Vice President, so James and Patsy agreed to continue in their positions.  Bob Head and Amy Ge-
ffen offered to be joint activities directors!  Bob Deeds made a motion to accept officers for 2020 
by acclimation, seconded by Bryan Craven, and carried.  

Thanks to Marc Honey for setting up today’s activities & especially for the Boozed Beans! Everyone 
from the center enjoyed the 11 cars that were present.  They served us lunch, gave us a tour of 
the facility, and allowed us to use the theater room for our meeting.  

Glenn reminded everyone that we need to start thinking about where we would like to make dona-

tions for the coming year.  He will get with the board and set a budget.  If you have recommenda-

tions, please submit to Glenn.  Announcements: Friday, November 15th is the date for touring Cus-

toms and Hot Rods of Andice.  We will meet at the Andice General store at SH970 and 2338 at 

9:30.  We will caravan at 9:45 to CAHRA. This is a “don’t miss” event.  After tour, we will return to 

the Andice General store for one of the best Burgers around.  A sign- up sheet was passed around. 

If you were not present and would like to attend, please email Glenn at chryslerking@hotmail.com 

December 8th - AACC Christmas party at the Georgetown Country Club. 3:00 social hour and din-

ner at 4:00.  Next meeting January 5, 2020 @ 1:00, Margarita’s in Liberty Hill.  Motion to Adjourn 

was made by Steve Koehn at 1:35. Seconded by Marc Honey.  

Submitted by Secretary – Patsy Craven 

Easy Jalapeno poppers from Steve 

 

8-10 Large Jalapeno’s, cut in half length-wise and seeded 

1— 8 oz brick of cream cheese 

Precooked Bacon bits, crumbled breakfast sausage, small canned shrimp or ??? to taste. 

Seasoning of your choice—I use Tony Chachere’s Original but anything you like is OK. 

 

Line jelly roll pan with foil and give it a light spray of cooking oil. 

Place peppers cavity side down on the foil and bake 7-10 minutes at 425o F.  Remove from oven 
when the skin starts to wrinkle and turn brown.  Turn the peppers cavity side up. 

 

While the peppers are cooking, remove the cream cheese from the refrigerator and slice in half 
length wise.  Cut each halves in pieces to equal the number of peppers you have to “stuff”.  Spray 
hands with cooking oil (this helps keep the cream cheese from sticking to your hands) then shape 
the cream cheese sticks to fit the peppers and place in the open cavities.  Push bacon bits, etc into 
the cream cheese and dust lightly with Tony Chachere’s seasoning.  Return to oven until the cream 
cheese starts to brown. Remove and enjoy! 

P.S.:  Precooking the peppers, cavity side down, steam cooks them from the inside out.  It also re-
moves a lot of the heat from the peppers so folks that would normally not eat jalapeno’s may now 
enjoy them. 



Easy/Yummy Peanut Butter Fudge from Ruth Fredericksen 

 

1 – 18 oz jar creamy peanut butter, slightly softened—the store brand will work fine. 

1  - 16 oz can Cream Cheese frosting—again the store brand will be just fine. 

Mix the two and pour into buttered or parchment-covered 8 x 8 pan.  Refrigerate! 

Ruth said that you can make it even better using 1 tub of Pillsbury vanilla frosting and 1 jar of Jif 
brand creamy peanut butter! 

TIS’ THE SEASON FOR ALL KINDS OF TREATS.   

I RECEIVED TWO FUDGE RECIPIES PLUS PAT’S MEATBALL . 

BUTTER PECAN FUDGE from Patsy Craven 

½ cup butter 

½ cup white sugar 

½ cup brown sugar 
½ cup heavy whipping cream 
Dash of salt 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
2 cups powdered sugar 
2 lbs shelled pecans (I used 1 ½ cups chopped) 
 
Toast the pecans – place in single layer on baking sheet in 350 degree oven for 5 min. 
Measure powdered sugar & set aside.  Grease  8 x 8 baking pan with butter. 
Combine butter, white and brown sugars, whipping cream and salt in a medium size pot.  Heat the 
mixture over medium heat until it begins to boil and the bubbles do not disappear when you mix.  
Set a timer for 5 minutes and stir the mixture constantly while it boils. 
Once 5 minutes is up, remove from heat.  Stir in powdered sugar and vanilla.  Then add pecans.  
Stir.  Pour into greased pan.  Allow to get to room temp before cutting.   (if they are too cold... they 
will crumble!) 

Tasty Meat Ball Party Snack that’s quick and easy from Pat Koehn 

 

Sauce— 

10 oz jar grape jelly—the store brand will be just fine 

12 oz jar of Chili Sauce—the store brand is ok 

 

Stir jelly and chili sauce together over medium heat.  Simmer about 30 minutes. 

Add one package of precooked meatballs.  Keep warm in a crock pot.  It is easy to make larger 
batches by making larger batches of sauce and adding additional meat.  Serve with saltines or other 
crackers.  You can substitute little “Smokey Sausages” for the meat balls.  Both versions are a tasty, 
quick and easy hors d'oeuvre. 
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Linda Miller 12-20 

Ellie Engle 12-21 

Andrew Dufour 12-22  

Burton Eubanks 12-24 

Allen Hejl 12-29 

Merl Wagner 12-2 

December Anniversaries 

Bryan & Patsy Craven 12-01 

Jack & Velma Aaron 12-08 

Glenn & Jodie Heimbigner 12-15 

Doug & Nancy Hancock 12-17 

December Birthdays 

Cyndi Alexander 12-02 

Suzan Aronson 12-03 

Larry Herrin 12-07 

Mark Kidd 12-09 

Lyle Hutchinson                12-10 

Robert Kirkpatrick 12-10 

Esther Knapp 12-13 

December 1—"Pistons at the Park" every 1st Sunday. 8:00 AM—11:00 AM, 16231 IH-35, Pflugerville 
December 7— Thorndale Christmas Parade – Fun in our Pate Director’s hometown 
December 7— LARC Show and Shine, 5PM till dark, 608 S US 218, Marble Falls,  
December 8 …. AACC Christmas Party, Sunday, 3:00 PM Social hour, 4:00 PM Dinner. 
Georgetown Country Club, 1500 Country Club Road, Georgetown TX. RSVP to Ruth by December 3 
December 21—Pistons on the Square, Georgetown, 7:30 AM—10 AM 
January 18, 2020 —Corvettes on the Square, Lampasas, TX  10:00 AM – 1:00 PM, no entry fee 
Apr 17 (Fri) to Apr 18, 2020 (Sat) - Lone Star Round Up—Austin 
Apr i l  30  -  May  2,  2020—48TH Annua l  Pa te  Swap meet ,  Texas  Moto r  Speedway.  
Mark  you r  ca lendars  and p lan  to  j o in  the  AACC work  team at  PATE th i s  year  

Modernizing an old car without hot rodding it.  by Steve Koehn 

Pat and I have a 1949 Pontic that we have been slowly working on to take it from a mid-century curi-
osity and make it into a road worthy car we can drive anyplace. I would have loved to just take it 
somewhere and say “ala peanut butter sandwiches” and have it turned into a street rod.  The com-
pany comptroller didn’t understand that kind of expenditure plus the real goal is to keep the car look-
ing original but having modern parts that will make it more trouble free.  We hid front disc brakes 
behind the original wheels for better stopping power, we are adding electronic ignition for better 
starting and trouble free cruising and we had the 70 year old starter rebuild at Texas Alternator and 
Starter.  The next questions is always, do you convert everything to 12 volt operation or continue 
with the original 6 volt system.  The 70 year old 6 volt generator that came with the car did not do a 
good job of keeping the lights bright enough for safe night driving.  Adding a modern style 6 or 12 
volt alternator would require manufacturing special brackets, new belts, etc.  I recently found an al-
ternator made by Powermaster that makes the conversion easy.  They make 6 and 12 volt alterna-
tors that have the same look and foot print as the original generator and bolts in its place. They also 
have a wide range of stock pully sizes to accommodate the odd size drive belts found on many old 
cars, in this case a 3/4” belt. I decided to stay 6 V.  The alternator puts out a steady 30 amps at low 
RPM and up to 90 when cruising.  The team at Quick Service Garage is helping put it all together.  



 

 

 

 

The general purpose of the Austin  Area Car Club, incorporated as a non-profit corporation, shall be 
to preserve,  maintain, and enjoy antique, classic, and special interest vehicles 25 years of age and 
older for the benefit of its members as well as the general public. 

Visit our website: 

www.AustinAreaCC.com 

Austin Area Car Club 

Information Station Newsletter 

 

Editor: 

Steve Koehn 

207 Chaparral Dr 

Highland Haven, TX 78654 

 

512-244-7874 

koehntx@gmail.com 

2019 Club Officers 

 

President 

Glenn Heimbigner 

361-993-2539 

chryslerking@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President 

James Deets 

512-733-6947 

 

Treasurer 

Ruth Fredericksen 

512-931-0039 

 

Secretary 

Patsy Craven 

830-385-4866 

 

Pate Director 

Allen Hejl 

512-905-3038 

 

Pate Alternate Director 

Bob Ross 

512-619-9136 

 

Club Directors: 

Pat Koehn 

512-217-6943 

 

Steve Springer 

521-633-5125 

 

Sunshine 

Brenda Lambert 

512-630-6228 

We had a great turn out for the tour of Customs and Hot Rods of Andice.  
The work they do there was amazing. Mostly young adults were working 
the day we made the tour.  After the tour 14 of us stopped at the Florence 
Dinner in downtown Florence. What a treat!  I had the Rodeo Burger—bun, 
BBQ sauce, onion rings, cheese, burger, 2 thick slices of ripe tomato, burg-
er, onion rings, lettuce, bun. I am not sure what they used for seasoning 
but it tasted great. It was the best burger I have had in years.  

Thorndale Christmas Parade 

 

Here is a note from Allen Hejl about the parade: 
 
Steve, there is no fee to join the parade.  Line up is between 10-12. 
Judging starts at 12.  Parade starts at 1:30. the parade is Dec. 7

th
. 

We have vendors on the sidewalk and there is a fee for that.  We will 
also be having a “Silent Auction” in the Chamber building and will 
also be giving away approximately 20 hams in drawings.  Tickets for 
the ham drawing are free and can be picked up in the Chamber 
building . The Shiners will also be there.  Lots of fun for everyone. 
 
Allen 

 

The Thorndale Meat Market is close by and has great BBQ.  


